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SUB J : FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF DAOUD'S INAUGURATION PASSES QUIETLY 

1 . FEBRUARY 15, THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF PRESIDENT MOHAMMAD 
DAOUD'S INAUGURATION AS FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
AFGHANISTAN PASSED REMARKABLY QUIETLY, SO MUCH SO THAT THE 
AFGHAN LEADER HIMSELF DID NOT MAKE A SPEECH OR EVEN ISSUE A 
STATEMENT. ALTHOUGH THE DAY WAS A NATIONAL HOLIDAY, THERE WERE 
NO CEREMONIES OR PARADES, NOR ANY OTHER OUTWARD SIGN MARKING 
THE OCCASION. PRESS TREATMENT WAS RELATIVELY RESTRAINED, AND 
WAS ESSENTIALLY LIMITED TO BRIEF ARTICLES AND EDITORIALS 
REMINISCING OVER LAST YEAR'S EVENTS. HOWEVER, ONE PRESS COMMEN- 
TARY BY DEPUTY MINISTER OF COMMERCE HAMIDULLAH TARZI FIRED 
NUMEROUS BROADSIDES AT THE "AVARICIOUS. UNETHICAL, AND UNSCRUPU- 
LOUS OPPORTUNISTS" WHO HAD COMPRISED THE PREVIOUS REGIME. 

PHOTOS OF LAST YEAR'S INAUGURATION DAY PARADES WERE PRINTED, AND 
DAOUD WAS PICTURED WITH HIS USUAL DARK GLASSES, WEARING AN 
INFORMAL. ALMOST GOOD OL' BOY, OPEN-NECKED SPORT SHIRT. 

2. COMMENT: THIS LOW-KEY APPROACH ON THE PART OF THE GOVERNMENT 
AND ITS CONTROLLED PRESS IS CONSISTENT 
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WITH DAOUD'S PAST EFFORTS TO DEPICT HIMSELF AS A MODEST, 

PATRIOTIC LEADER OF ALL THE PEOPLE, RATHER THAN AS A REMOTE 
RULER SHUT OFF FROM THE AFGHAN POPULACE. IN THIS REGARD, THE 
OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF FEBRUARY 18 THAT DAOUD WAS ALSO A 
TARGET OF THE PLOT WHICH KILLED PLANNING MINISTER KHURRAM LAST 
NOVEMBER (SEPTEL), SEVERAL TIMES REFERRED TO DAOUD AS THE 
"NATIONAL LEADER" AND "FOUNDER OF THE REPUBLIC", THUS HIGH 
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LIGHTING HIS FATHER-OF-HIS-COUNTRY AND MAN-OF-THE-PEOPLE IMAGE. 
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